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DJ and Chef
o the stars Nasty NAZ

alk about rocketing to success; this young man knows the feeling of be-
ing catapulted into celebrity stardom. His professional carcer in the music
industry as tour DJ, hypeman and chef - yes, chef - for the likes of Russell
Simmons, Akon & Kardinal, Wyclef and Sean Paul, pitched this Trini-
born entrepreneur into a class of his own.

BELLE: You grew up in Trnidad but
youve been based in Canada since
2003. As an intemationally acciaimed
DJ who has recorded live shows for
syndicated radio programming in Cana-
da, New York and the Netherlands...can
You clue us in on how you got started?

NAZ: T originally sarted way back in
Trinidad while I was attending The Uni-
versity of New Brunswick (Trinidad
Branch) and_interning at 98.9 YES FM
under the brilliant Mr. O'Brian Haynes,
who taught me the ins and ous of the
music industry.

One day T went with a DJ t0. fete and
when he went to the bathroom I put on
record when the song ended; having been
a “record-boy” a number of times previ-
ously, I knew what records played when.
“The crowd loved the next selection! The
DJ heard the cheering all the way from
the bathroom. He returned to see me
— the Marketing Assistant - on the turn-
tables and thanked me for saving him.
From then on, I kept going with differenc
DJs to evens, poking and prodding un-
der their guidance and I also did my thing
ata couple of house parties. I always prac-

tised what [ learned and looked closely at
others, while developing my own flare,
energy and style.

BELLE: Talk about serendipity! So what
do you think you would have been doing
 fate hadn't stepped in?

NAZ: (Laughs). I¢s hard now to imagine
my life out of the industry; but when T goc

‘In an industry filed with
and

) to speak),

have ne

or even tasted on

started T was working on my Associate’s
degree in Business and dreaming of being
a Pediatrician or Marine Biologisc

BELLE: Both great careers, but some-
how Nasty Naz the Marine Biologist
doesn't quite have the same flow as D.J.
Nasty Naz. How do you feel when you're
on that stage doing your thing?

NAZ: WOW..
Wel, before every show, I usually pray
t0 God, to keep me safe and to allow me

that’s a great quesdion!

0 do what I do best. When I step onto
the stage, the sound of thousands of fans
screaming my name in unison is abso-
lutely amazing; it never fils to give me
goose bumps. On stage [ am usually quice
pumped and I change into someone toral-
ly different - quite unlike the “Nice” Naz
who i in this interview right now. When
the
thing and everything goes - diving into

Nasty” persona comes out, any-

the erowd; gerting people to take things
off; getting each person in an arena, club,
concert, or wherever 1 am performing, to
move, dance and keep that energy up. The
energy, love and support that I get from
the fans, in turn, get e pumped.

BELLE: Sounds exhiarating! So what
s do you wish someone had

drugs

even

e drop of

sex and rock
1 aname like

Js, smoked

told you before you began on this ca-
reer path?

NAZ: Ha. T hope there isnt a word limic
on this arcile because there are so many
things that I wish T knew beforchand.
Buc I guess I can try to keep it 10 two
things. One, the number of *haters” out
there is ridiculous. There have been DJs
who ‘hate on me’ because of what I have
accomplished. (eontinted on page 56)




(continued fron page 51) They are envious
of my exciting life and my drive. Some-
times it’s hard to deal with but I've learnt
0 brush it off, realizing that this jealousy
is something that helps make me stronger.
Tt means [ am doing something right!

‘The second ching is that you always
have to try to do better than your last
stage per

prove on your song
writng skill, DJ-ing and emcecing skils

BELLE: What's your best advice to as-
piring DJs out there?

NAZ: In my humble opinion, talent is
something you are born with, you can't
really learn that. However, alent s simply
the spark to get you going - call o per-
fectyour eraft. How far you go depends on
how hungry you are; it must be a passion
for you. You have to be ready to work your
bum off, because this is NOT a 9-5 job. At
4in the morning, guaranteed, you can call
my Blackberry and find me up working.

Also, I cannor stres enough the need o
“BE TRUE TO YOURSELF!" Find your
groove and stick to it stand your ground
and be strong. Someimes others worit e
your idea or vision, bu its yours. No one
can take thatfrom you - ever/I6s yourjob to
make people se it and belive in you.

“The musicindustry i  beast and  lady
at the same time. Ifyou don't watch for her
fangs, she will bite you hard; if you reat
e it respctand wrk to the bone for

‘The music industry is a beast and a lady at the
same time. If you don't watch for her fangs, she
will bite you hard; if you treat her with respect
and work to the bone for her, she will forever

give you love."

Being around celebriies - no lie - i defi-
nitely a pretey wicked thing. The lifestyle
they live and treat me to is amazing. I get
0 fly 0 a differenc city everyday while
on tour, stay at pretty cool hotels, and at-
tend some great after-parties. The ardsts
that T have worked with, from Akon to
Sean Paul to Wyclef to Black Eye Peas,
have treated me like one of their own. We
all ar together, chil out and harass each
other while on tour. T definitely feel like
part of the “tour family’. Having my own
great family, friends and a fan base also
help keep my feet planted.

BELLE: So, not only are you a tour DJ
but you're also a personal chef to many
of these acts. What do you most ke to
cook?

NAZ: I really like coming up and experi-
menting with different types of dishes. T
like to fuse different cultures and tastes
excetera. As any e Trini guy, 1 love to
ook curry. My mom’s coconuc bread s a

her, she will love.

BELLE: Great advice! | know you're
around celebrities a lot. Has being
around them changed you much?

NAZ: 1 fecl so fortunate to be doing what
Tdo. I wake up every day feeling blessed.

y Rusell Sim-
‘mons and Leonard Cohen, even Sean Paul
stole Akon's coconut loaf on tour... but
T can also make a mean jerk chicken (ac
least that's what Snoop Dogg told me).

BELLE: What about your Trinidadian
roots? Do they influence your work?

NAZ: My crazy Caribbean style definicely
shines through my music, my energy, my
accent and my swagger with the ladies.

BELLE: Would you DJ in Trinidad?

NAZ: 1 would definicely love to DJ again
in Trinidad if given the chance, though
1 have since adopted more of a Norch
American style. T may need a refresher
course from my old crew; (laughs), but I
am sure I can still hold i down!

BELLE: Tellus something that most peo-
ple don't know about DJ NASTY NAZ.

NAZ: In an indusuy flled with drugs,
sexand rock & roll (o t0 speak), and even
with a name like *Nasty Naz” | have never
done drugs, smoked of even tasted one
drop of alcohol. I preferfo get “Nasty? on
the stage, with my energy and crazy per-
sonality. Many people say that I have the
mconed gl g o Dl

o continuously work
his satements.

Want more? Then visit him at www.djnastynaz.com
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